
A Journey To Remember

I met George Bevich briefly in February, 1966. George was part of a group of 5 dog handlers from Loring AFB in Maine who with their dogs were on the way to Tan Son Nhut AB in Vietnam via Lackland AFB, Texas. An Air Force C123 airplane flew them from Loring AFB to Pease AFB, NH. There they spent the night and I and another airman named Joe Condon drove them to Logan Airport in Boston, MA the next morning.  On December 4, 1966 Tan Son Nhut AB came under attack by the Viet Cong. During the attack George Bevich was killed in action while engaging the enemy. His dog Rex survived. Four other sentry dog’s were either killed or wounded. George Bevich was credited with sounding the initial alarm. As a consequence he was awarded the Silver Star and the Purple heart medals posthumously. In late March 1967 I arrived at Tan Son Nhut AB in Vietnam as part of a replacement packet in relief of the dog handlers from Loring AFB and others. I spent a year at Tan Son Nhut AB which on January 31, 1968 was part of the massive “Tet Offensive”. On March 29, 1968 I was returned to the United States as my year in Vietnam was over. After my discharge from the Air Force in August 1968 I often thought of my former K9 buddies both 2 legged and 4 legged. In 1982 I attended the dedication of the Vietnam Veterans Memorial in Washington DC. In part, inspired by my experience in DC, I decided to try to organize a group of former dog handlers. My breakthrough came in 1992 when I met some other dog handlers via the internet. We joined together and formed the Vietnam Dog Handler Assn. which consists of former dog handlers from all branches of the service who were dog handlers in Southeast Asia. The 25th anniversary of the Vietnam Veteran Memorial is being held in 2007. As part of my participation in that event I have decided to pay respects to George Bevich, the first U.S. Air Force dog handler killed in Vietnam. I will travel to his grave in Summit Hill, PA on my way to Washington, .DC for the ceremonies. On November 8, I will read George Bevich’s  name as part of the reading of the names of the Vietnam War dead. Sadly, the 4,000 dog’s that served in Vietnam were left behind when we ended the Vietnam War. 

John Langley - 377th Security Police (K9) 1967-1968. 


